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FOREWORD 


Sri Tallapaka Annamacharya is one of the greatest com¬ 
posers who rapturously sung meliiflous Sankeerthanas in praise 
of Lord Sri Venkateswara. His devotional hymns which blazed 
a new trail in Telugu literature stressed absolute surrender to 
the Lord of seven Hills as the primary means for “Moksha”. 

In this regard, I am extremely happy to present to the 
devotees a collection of the saint's Sankeerthanams titled “Sri 
Annamacharya Sankeefthana Manjari” set to music by Sri 
G. Balakrishna Prasad, a renowned vocal artiste of our 
Annamacharya Project. 

Some time ago we had brought out a Telugu version 
titled “Sri Annamacharya Sankeerthana swara samputi”. The 
book was a runaway success and over 2,000 copies were sold 
out in one year. The popularity of the Telugu version was so 
overhelming that many Tamil Knowing musicians appealed to 
the Devasthanams to bring out a Tamil version immediately. 
The present book is the fulfilment of their desire and I fervently 
hope that the reputed mucians of Tamilnadu will come forward 
to popularise the soul stirring compositions of Sri Annamacharya 
notated by Sri G. Balakrishna Prasad. 

With atmost devotion, I dedicate this work to the lotus feet 
of Lord Sri Venkateswara the rifuge of all mankind. 

N. Ramesh Kumar, I.A.S., 
Executive Officer, T.T.D. 

Tirupati. 
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Samgeetha Kaia Nidhi, 

Dr„ Marti Krlshnaswamy, 


10/6, fst St., Abhiramapuram, 

Madras-600 018. 

Dt. 13-7-1996. 


BLESSINGS 

I am happy to say that! had the good apportunity to hear Sri 
G. Balakrishna Prasad many times rendering Annamacharya’s 
Sankeeithanas tuned by him. Sri Prasad’s background in music 

is rich in classical Karnatic style. He has a clear and sonorous 
voice with impeccable pronunciation. He has set to tune quite a 
number of Annamacharya Sankeeithanas. His mother tongue 
being Telugu, the ‘Bhava’ aspect in all his tunings naturally 

gets focussed. He has used a variety of Talas’ also which is a 
laudable exercise. 

The solfa syllables are tuned in souch a way that it seems 
apparently easy to sing but one has to be careful too. His 

‘Vidwath’ shines in these songs. His ‘chittaswaras’ set for a few 
songs flow effortlessly emphasizing the ‘Jeevaswaras’ of the 
ragas. His choice of Ragas, whether given on copper plates 
of Annamacharya Sankeeithanas, or otherwise, are apt to the 
mood of keerthanas tuned by him. I am sure they will be 
recorded for the postirity. With his years of rich experience in 
T.T.D’s Annamacharya Project, Sri Balakrishna Prasad is adding 
yet more cassettes to those already released by him, a musical 
gariend of Annamacharya’s Keerthanas dedicated to Lord Sri 
Venkateswara. 

Here is a book, Annamacharya Sankeerthana Manjari, with 
musical notation set to tune by Sri Prasad, from which one 
can easily learn Annamacharya’s songs. I appriciate the great 
work done by him which is useful for musicians interested in 
Annamacharya Krithies. I also appriciate the T.T.D., for having 
published the same. 

i invoke the grace of Lord Srinivasa and Padmavathi 
Tayaaru to bless Sri Bala Krishna Prasad with perfect health, 
long life to serve the cause of music by bringing to light the 
songs of Annamacharya in praise of the Lord of Seven Hills. 

Man! Krishnaswamy 
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